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means of grace; who only once in a while 
drop into the sanctuary to hear the Gos- 
ptl message, members who, if the life of 
the church depended upon their support, 
and attendance at public worship, would 
break up any congregation, in a short 
time. This is the class of membership in 
the Brethren Church to which I wish to 
call the attention of thi> Conference. 
That there are such members in the Breth- 
ren Church, and that they have at least 
been neglected to some extent in the past, 
in some of our congregations, if not alto- 
gether, is a truth that cannot be denied. 
The Great Shepherd of souls gave his life 
for his sheep : he called them by name 
and they knew his voice. The under- 
shepherd or pastor, to be successful must 
know his sheep by name, and they must 
learn to hear his voice, otherwise how can 
he lead them. Can this be done by the 
pastor who is serving two. three or four 
congregations scattered over a large terri- 
tory ? 

Is it possible for the Shepherd to go af- 
ter so many sheep scattered far and near, 
as often as they carelessly and wilfully re- 
main away from public worship ; How- 
ever if the fishers of men be wise as ser- 
pents, and harmless as doves, may not 
their wisdom lead them to surmount this 
apparent difficulty, by classifying their 
flocks, carefully noting the different grades 
of sheep, especially those that do not come 
to the fold or sanctuary on the Lord's 
day to hear the Shepherd's voice. They are 
the class that are in danger of going 
astray, of being lost to the fold, of being 
devoured by roaring lions. This is the 
class that should have the immediate at- 
tention of the shepherd in charge. We 
are commanded to visit the sick and 
afflicted in body, which may also apply 
to the spiritual sickness and affliction of 
the soul. But we are not commanded to 
visit or seek after them that are whole, 
that need no physician. The members 
who are always regular in attendance at 
church, I believe would readily forego the 
pleasure of their pastor's visit, if they 
knew that his time was employed in going 
after those who are indifferent and care- 
less in regard to their attendance at public 
worship. But now I think I hear some 
one say, I have gone after such cases, and 
my efforts were a complete failure. But 
ah, says another, I too have gone after 
that class of brethren and my efforts were 
a complete success. There is a big hu- 
man heart somewhere down in people, if 
you can but get at it, and how to get at it 
may require careful study and much cross 
bearing on the part of the pastor. If 
however the difficulty be great, the glory 
in surmounting it will be exceedingly and 
far greater.    Success in this direction will 

not only bring a reward to the congrega- 
tion and pastor, but there will be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repent- 
eth then over ninety and nine just persons 
which need no repentance.. 

Successful work along this line means a 
revival of dead forces in the church, and 
best of all the, salvation of precious im- 
mortal souls. Christ came not to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance. If 
there are unrighteous brethren and sisters 
in the church, is it not the burden and 
mission of the church to reclaim them if 
possible from their unrighteousness. And 
of this class if there be those .who neglect 
attendance upon the outward means of 
grace, the best method I can conceive to 
recover them is to visit them as often as they 
negligently remain away from preaching 
service and insist upon their regular at- 
tendance at public worship, and particu- 
larly communion services. To gain this 
point with any careless member goes far 
toward saving a soul from eternal death, 
and hiding a multitude of sins. To lose 
this point after careful, continuous and 
prayerful duty along this line by the pas- 
tor, means a member lost to the church, 
and such should be informed of their loss 
and by the consent of the congregation in 
which they hold their membership their 
name should be stricken from the church 
roll. But how can the pastor have knowl- 
edge of the absent members of his con- 
gregation at each service, when his heart 
and mind should be occupied in breaking 
the bread of life to his people ? To over- 
come t°his!!seeming difficulty I would sug- 
gest that the workers of the congregation 
take this matter in hand, make out a list 
of the negligent church going members, 
and appoint a committee, whose duty it 
shall be to record their attendance at 
each service, and if absent, investigate to 
discover if possible if there was any good 
reason for non-attendance ; and if none 
can be found report to the pastor at once, 
whose duty it should be to visit them, and 
make them understand that he has an ab- 
solute interest in their welfare. The 
teacher to be successful in teaching an in- 
different, careless, refractory scholar, 
must first study his disposition, learn his 
weakness and make his pupil understand 
that he is master of the situation and will 
do the very best that can be done to ad- 
vance his interest. Just so with the min- 
ister in dealing with the class of members 
we have considered, to gain them and do 
them good, they must be made to believe 
and feel that their pastor is their best 
friend and is most deeply interested in 
their welfare. Dr. Chalmers has well 
said that a house going pastor makes a 
church going people. Then let the Breth- 
ren   Church   have   plenty of house going 

pastors, and   with  God's  blessing which 
always follows the faithful performance of 
duty, we will by and by gain the victory. 
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OUR   RESPONSIBILITY. 

Methinks I can hear some of you say, if 
these things be true, it is a woeful state of 
affairs, but why does God allow it, or per- 
mit it to be so ? Ah, my friends, if God 
were to blame we might well wash our 
hands, but the responsibility rests on man ; 
upon you and me. God through Christ 
projected,and exemplified,and consumma- 
ted the plan of salvation, and then handed 
over its.extenuation to the Holy Ghost, 
through the medium, or the agency of man, 
that in the successful consummation of it, 
the faithful followers of the Master will 
share in His Glory ; and in the extent of 
its failure, the unfaithful will  suffer loss. 

Listen ; "When I say unto the wicked, 
O wicked man, thou shalt surely die ; if 
thou doest not speak to warn the wicked 
from his way, that wicked man shall die 
in his iniquity but his blood will I require 
at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn 
the wicked of his way, to turn from it, if 
he do not turn from his way, he shall die 
in his inquity; but thou hast delivered thy 
soul." Ez. n : 89. If we faithfully 
warn the people, our hands are clean from 
their blood, whether they are saved or 
not. Some one may ask, who is the wick- 
ed man that I shall warn ? My father, 
mother, brother, sister, son, daughter, 
friend, neighbor, or the wicked of the 
whole world ? Will you ponder this ques- 
tion in the light of God's word, and then 
dare to say that it means any less than 
every sinner under the canopy of heaven ; 
and in a special sense it means the unen- 
lightened,degraded heathen that know not 
God. Jesus says, "Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature." Mark 16: 16. And again He 
says, "And this Gospel shall be preached 
in all the world, for a witness unto all na- 
tions, and then shall the end come." 
Matt. 24 : 14. John, on the Isle of Pat- 
mos saw a great multitude which no man 
could number of all nations,and kindreds, 
and peoples, and tongues, who stood be- 
fore the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, and with palms in 
their hands." Rev. 7 : 9. This shows 
that somehow the Gospel had reached eve- 
ry nation, kindred, people and tongue. 
Who was instrumental in bringing it 
about ?    Have we a share in it ?    Will we 


